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(Sri Lanka - previously known as Ceylon, Eelam, Serendip, Hankai) 
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Three Kingdoms 


Both Tamils in the North & East and the Sinhalese in the South 
have lived on the island for over 2000 years. 


“Two different nations, from a very ancient period, have divided between them 
the possession of the Island: the Sinhalese inhabiting the interior in its 
Southern and western parts from the river Wallouwe to Chilaw, and the 
Malabars (Tamils) who possess the Northern and Eastern Districts. These two 
nations differ entirely in their religion, language and manners.” 


-Sir Hugh Cleghorn, British Colonial Secretary, June 1799 


The arrival of European 
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Portugese Rule 
(1505-1656) 
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Eighteenth Century 


British Rule 
(1796 — 1948) 


Gained complete control 
of the Island in 1915 
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Administrative Merger 
Independent Tamil and Sinhala Nations are merged | 
into a single (combined) administration by the British | 








Majority 


; Sinhalese 


Independence (from Britain) 
| (Majority Sinhalese mule the entire island 

| asa unitary state, with a permanent 

| [70%: 30%] majority in parliament) 


Disenfranchisement of Tamils of Indian origin 












“Everyone has the right to a 
nationality. No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his 
nationality...” 











Article 15 
Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 






State-aided Sinhalese Settlement in Tamil Homeland 


“The Government of Sri Lanka colonizes all Tamil areas with Sinhalese settlers 
to reflect the nationwide population ratio of 75% Sinhalese and 25% other 
minority ethnic groups. This is calculated to undermine the numerical strength 
of Tamils in areas where they have traditionally lived.” 


“The new settlers would be 
given military training and 
equipment to safeguard 
themselves.” 


“Instances have been given 
reported of such individuals 
and groups using arms to 
terrorize persons of the 
Tamil community.” 


-UN Commission on Human 
Rights, February 1985 





The Squeeze felt ... 
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Source: Ceylon Institute for National and Tamil Affairs 





The “Sinhala Only” Act 





Sri Lanka Prime Minister 
S.W.R.D Bandaranaike 


Bandaranaike promises that “Sinhala Only” will 
be the official language if he is elected 


“Section 29 of the Soulbury Constitution 
protected the rights of the minorities ... Despite 
this constitutional provision ... the Official 
Language Act was adopted in 1956 providing 
that ‘Sinhala Only’ shall be the official 
language.” 


“Policies concerning the use of Sinhala, . 
seriously lessened the opportunities of 
Tamils for government employment” 


- Virginia Leary: Ethnic Conflict and 
violence in Sri Lanka 





% of Change of Tamils in Public Services 
Occupation between 1956 to 1970 
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Tamils Squeezed Out of 
Higher Education 













“Everyone has the right to 
education...higher education shall 
be equally accessible to all on the 
basis of merit’ 


of Human Rights 


“Nothing aroused deeper 
despair among Tamils than the 
feeling that they are being 
systematically squeezed out of 
higher education.” 





- Walter Schwarz 
Tamils of Sri Lanka Minority Rights 
Group Report, 1983 


One of the major points of tension among many Tamil youth has been the 
implicit racial quota under present university admission policies which 
has barred many competent youths from pursuing higher education." 


Virginia Leary: Ethnic Conflict and Violence in Sri Lanka 


Report of a Mission to Sri Lanka on behalf of the International Commission of Jurists 
July/August 1981 


The Admission Drops... 
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Source: CR. de Silva, “VWveightage in University Admissions: Standardization and 
District Quotas”, in Modern Ceylon Studies, Vol. 5.2, July 4, 19/2 


Anti-Tamil Riots: “Tamils have been killed in masses since 1956” 





International Tamil Conference 
A cultural event disturbed 


Several vans and jeeps filled with armed 
policemen drove in and started shooting 
at random and hitting people with their 
batons and riffle butts... All together 
eleven lives were sacrificed on that day. 





- K. Mylvaganam A witness 





The Jaffna Library 
A cultural icon destroyed 


Considered one of the finest in 
South Asia was burned with its 
95,000 volumes and priceless 
manuscripts.” 





- Professor Virginia A. Leary on behalf 
of International Commission of Jurists 





The Black July 
2500+ death 18000 + properties 
damaged 


“Educated men in trousers directing the 
mob with voters lists in their hands on 
which Tamil houses and shops had been 
clearly identified in advance.” 





— Survivors in many places — BBC report 





Sinhalese mobs dancing 
around a Tamil youth, 

| stripped naked before 
| pouring petrol and 
burning him to death. 





The Aspirations of Tamils 


1977 TULF Election manifesto 2004 TNA Election manifesto 
Sought vote for the: Sought vote for the: 
* Tamil United Liberation Front. * LTTE as the national leadership. 
* Emancipation of the Tamil Nation. * LTTE as the sole representatives. 
* Freedom of Tamil Eelam * Finding a political solution 
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Attempts at Political Solutions 










SWRD Bandaranayke SJV Chelvanayagam 
Prime Minister (1956-1959) Federal Party Leader 





” 7 
Dudley Senenayke SJV Chelvanayagam 
Prime Minister (1965-1970) Federal Party Leader 





B-C Pact was signed. 





Federars 10n 
Mr. Bandaranaike unilaterally 
=F ‘ won 2 PRE : abrogated the pact, due to 
rimavo Bandaranayke elvanayagam Z ’ 
Prime Minister (1970-1977) Federal Party Leader Pressure from extremist Buddhist 


monks. 









TULF 


JR Jeyawardene ed es tees 
President (1978-1989) Tamil United Liberation Front 





Indo-Lanka Accord signed JR Jeyawardene Prabhakaran Velupillai _ 
President (1978-1989) Leader, LITE 

Tamil Leadership was not a party 
at this accord. 

Indo-L aAccord 
J.R. Jayewardene got Indian Peace 
Keeping Force to fight its war 
against Tamils. Sri Lanka 





Attempts at Political Solutions 





Ranasinghe Premadasa Prabhakaran Velupillai 
President (1989-1993) Leader, LTTE 





_*  _— The delegation with Norway 
Ranasinghe Premadasa Prabhakaran Velupillai 





President (1989-1993) Leader, LTTE 
e. Devolu ckage 

Chandrika Kumaratunga Prabhakaran VeRipillal 

President (1994-2005) Leader, LITE 





Ranil Wickremesinghe Prabhakaran Velupillai 
Prime Minister (2001-2004) Leader, LTTE 





Chandrika Kumaratunga Prabhakaran Velupillai 
President (1994-2005) Leader, LITE 





LITE Leader 


Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran 
addressing the delegation to the 
peace negotiations. 


“Since 1958 at least, every time Tamil politicians negotiated some sort of power-sharing 
deal with a Sinhalese government - regardless of which party was in power - the 
opposition Sinhalese party always claimed that the party in power had negotiated away 
too much. In almost every case - sometimes within days - the party in power backed 


down on the agreement." 
- Professor Marshall Singer, 
at US Congress Committee on International Relations Subcommittee 
on Asia and the Pacific Hearing on Sri Lanka November 14,1995. 


Armed Struggle to fulfill the aspiration of Tamil 
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In Action 


Tamil Eelam - A de facto state 
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Tamil Eelam Police 























Law College of Tamil Eelam 


Sencholai campus, a children's home 
established to care for children who had 
lost both parents in the war 














70% of the north and east was LTTE administered in 2006 


Against any Solution 


Extremist Buddhist monks 
burn the Royal Norwegian flag 
to show their displease in the 
peace negotiations - 2006 























Sri Lanka is slowly turning towards Asian 
countries which offer more donor money 
than traditional Western allies as well as 
less critism over human rights. 


Foreign secretary Dr. Palitha Kohona told 
the BBC: “Asians don’t hector each other 
from public pulpits. They’re more ready 
with assistance and less ready with 
gratuitous advice.” 


BBC Online, 29/04/2008 


Sri Lanka President Rajapakse with 
China President Hu Jintao 


. Rising Military expenditure 
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Sri Lanka President Mahinda Rajapakse 
inspecting a fi ghter jet of Sri Lankan 
Air Force (SLAF) 


Silenced Voices: 























Ku mar Ariyanayakam i Maheswaran Joseph 
Ponnambalam Chandra Nehru Pararajasingam 









































K. Sivanesan Nadarajah Raviraj Mylvaganam Rev. Father M X 
Nimalarajan Karunaratnam 


























T. Sivaram Aiyathurai Paranirupasingam Lasantha 
Nadesan Thevakumar Wickramathunga 
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Sathiyamoorthy Sivasubramaniam V.Vigneswaran Rev. Fr. Nicholaspillai 
Puniyamoorthy Raveendranath Packiyaranjith 














Elected representatives, media personnel, and peace activists killed. 


Sinhalese Leaders and Their Mindset 


“Today you are brought here and given a plot of land. You have been uprooted from 
your village... Those who are attempting to divide this country will have to reckon 
with you. The country may forget you for a few years, but one day very soon they will 
look up to you as the last bastion of the Sinhala.” 
D.S.Senanayake, Ceylon’s first Prime Minister, 
Addressing new Sinhala settlers in the Tamil town 
Pathavi Kulam (now named padaviya, a Sinhala name) 





‘The problem of the Tamils is not a minority problem. The Sinhalese are the minority in 
Dravidastan. We are carrying on a struggle for national existence against the 
Dravidian majority’ 

Member of Parliament in 1962 


“If the Tamils get hold of the country, the Sinhalese will have to jump into the sea. It is 
essential, therefore, to safeguard our country, the nation, and the religion and to work 


with that object in mind” 
Mahanayake thero of the Ramanya Nikaya in May 1967 


“Who attacked you? Sinhalese. who saved you? Sinhalese. It is that we who 
attacked and protected you. They are bringing an army from India. It will take 
14 hours to come from India. In 14 minutes the blood of every Tamil in the 
country can be sacrifice to the land by us” 
Gamini Dissanayake, Oxford educated Senior Minister 
Soon after the 1983 Riots 





“lam not worried about the opinion of the Jaffna people...now we cannot think of 
them, not about their lives or their opinion...the more you put pressure in the 
north, the happier the Sinhala people will be here... Really if | starve the Tamils out, 
the Sinhala people will be happy.” 


- President J.R.Jayawardene, Daily Telegraph, July 1983 





| strongly believe that this country belongs to the Sinhalese but there are minority 
communities and we treat them like our people...We being the majority of the 
country, 75%, we will never give in and we have the right to protect this country... 
We are also a strong nation ... They can live in this country with us. But they must 
not try to, under the pretext of being a minority, demand undue things.” 





Lt. Gen. Sarath Fonseka, Sri Lankan Army Commander, 2008 


Enlightened approach from the International Leaders 


“One-man one-vote led to the domination of the Sinhalese majority over the 
minority Tamils who were the active and intelligent fellows who worked hard 
and got themselves penalized. And English was out. They were educated in 
English. Sinhalese was in. They got quotas in two universities and now they have 
become fanatical Tigers. And the country will never be put together again.” 
Lee Kuan Yew 
The founding father of Singapore, 1998. 





“There can be no solution without the involvement of the two 
principle parties and that no solution can be imposed from outside. 
The Liberation Tigers are engaged in an armed struggle as a 
response to structural failures” 
Professor Thiyagaraj Dasaratha Chetty, 
Pro Vice Chancellor of the University of Qwazulu Natal and ANC Member 
Delivering his message on behalf of the South African Goverment, 2007. 





“T think the Tamils have a de jure State: they have the right to self-determination, 
the Tamil lands are those lands attached to that right, they are present in their 
land and they have a Tamil civil administration governing it. This is a de jure 
State. The Tamil people, of course, also have a de jure right to the Tamil lands 
under control of the government, but they are not now in control of them.” 
Karen Parker, J.D. 
Chief delegate for International Educational 
Development - Humanitarian Law Project, 2007. 





“Well, I believe that terrorism is a tool that has been utilized throughout history 
to achieve certain objectives...The bottom line is, you can’t lump all terrorists 
together. And I think we’ve got to do a much better job of clarifying what are the 
motivations, the raisons d’étre of terrorists.” “I mean, what the Tamil Tigers are 
fighting for in Sri Lanka, or the Basque separatists in Spain, or the insurgents in 
al-Anbar province may only be connected by tactics. They may not share all that 
much in terms of what is the philosophical or ideological underpinning.” 
Hillary Clinton 
Secretary General, United States of America, 2007. 





“The problem of the 21st century is the problem of the other...if 
you look at Sri Lanka what’s been fueling there is a vicious civil 
war there” 
Barack Obama 
First African American President of Unites States of America, 2008. 





“It (struggle for Kosovo Independence) was not easy...we will show solidarity 


and support for your (Tamil) struggle.” 
Dr Bajram Rexhepi 
First Prime Minister of Kosovo, 2008. 





Current situation is very devastating 


250, 000 trapped in war zone 
Bombing and shelling day and night 
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War crimes 






Hospital 
bombed 


wy. 


Shortage of food medication and water. 













Young women are 
raped and killed 


30 families in ‘safe zone’ were 
killed by Bunker busters 


Using illegal weapons 


Media persons killed 
abducted and threatened 


Independent monitoring banned 
International aids banned 





“What hurts the Victims the most is not the cruelty of the 
oppressor but the silence of the bystander.” 


Elie Wiesel, A Nobel Laureate 
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Useful links 


www.tamilnational.com, www.srilankanatrocities.com, www.blackjuly83.com 
www-.haltgenocide.org, www.warwithoutwitness.com, www.nesohr.org 


